Society was to draw up a curriculum which would lead to a professional diploma. This, in turn, necessitated the establishing of both school and hospital.
The illustrious name of John Tomes (Fig. 1) forms another indissoluble link. The early Minute Books and other contemporary records show that his was the master mind behind the foundation and the work of the Odontological Society. The whole history of the Society, from its beginnings in the activities of the Memorialists of 1843 onwards, reflects the progressive enlargement of Tomes's vision for the future of Odontology.
In paying tribute to Tomes for his part as the architect of the curriculum, I am not oblivious to the splendid company of practitioners whom he gathered round him. Some, like S. Cartwright, J. H. Parkinson, R. Nasmyth, W. A. Harrison and Arnold Rogers were considerably his seniors; others, like Parkinson, Junr., Cartwright, Junr., Rogers, Junr., and his most able companion, Saunders, were his contemporaries. They marched with Tomes inspired with one ideal: to elevate dental surgery from a trade to a profession under the aegis of the Royal College of Surgeons.
A century ago the Council of the Royal College was strongly antipathetic to any form of exclusive specialization among its members. It seems, therefore, incredible that a small band of men could have brought so much influence to bear that the College became persuaded not only to recognize dentistry as a department of surgery, when carried out by those holding the M.R.C.S. diploma; but went so far as to create a new class of diplomates, in whose curriculum two-fifths of surgical subjects had been replaced by purely dental ones. This was the victory of the Memorialists, not only over the aversion of the Royal College, but also over a larger faction of practitioners who supported the formation of an independent College of Dentists. It was a victory, too, against the important opinion of Thomas Bell, F.R.S., F.R.C.S., who was Dental Surgeon to Guy's Hospital, and also Professor of Zoology at King's College and President of the Linnean Society. Bell had advised the Royal College that the contemplated L.D.S. diploma should be, like the recent Licence in Midwifery, postgraduate to full membership.
The details of the activities of the two main factions are meticulously set out in Alfred Hill's "History of the Reform Movement in the Dental Profession" (1877).
The Memorialists, so named because of the large number of memorials which they submitted to the Royal College of Surgeons and elsewhere, originally numbered about ten members. They met at each other's houses and, because of this, were somewhat maliciously described by J. Chitty Clendon, Surgeon-Dentist to the Westminster Hospital, as the "Dinner Party Society". Their aim was to persuade the Royal College to institute a department of dental surgery. As early as March 1843, they had sent a deputation to wait on the President, who was not, however, very helpful. They had also sent a memorial to Sir James Graham, whose Bill for amending the Charter of the Royal College of Surgeons was about to be laid before Parliament. This was the Bill that declared it to be "expedient to form a new class of members, to be called Fellows". Their efforts failed, but the Memorialists were not discouraged and no opportunity was missed to convert the College to their side, or to enlist the support of influential laymen. Having been unsuccessful when working as a noncorporate group, these men decided after their last memorial of November 1855, which the NOVEMBER 978 Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 20
College did not trouble to acknowledge, to incorporate themselves with the following objects. in view: To draw up plans for a school and a dental hospital wherewith to provide the special clinical facilities which could not be obtained in the general hospitals; to formulate a curriculum of study; and, in the event of a further rebuff from the College, to hold examinations under the title of the British Institute for Dental Surgery. Accordingly, they decided to form a scientific society with laws based upon those of the recently formed Pathological Society. Their Minute Book carries this introductory entry: "On Monday, October 27, 1856, the following members of the dental profession met at Mr. Cartwright's, Old Burlington Street, for the purpose of considering the expediency of establishing an association for the encouragement of knowledge in (Fig. 2) , whose portrait graces the new Council Room of the Royal Society of Medicine, was a dental practitioner who had not qualified in either medicine or surgery. He had risen like so many other dentists through the dental workroom, acquiring clinical information from his master and by such other means as his initiative could devise. Cartwright was born in Northampton and had been apprenticed as a boy to ivory turning. Until the advent of such plastics as vulcanite and celluloid, ivory from the tusks of the walrus or the hippopotamus remained the material of choice, gold not excepted, with which artificial dentures were made. Ivory turning and working was therefore a useful introduction to mechanical dentistry. In his early teens Cartwright moved to London and was engaged as an assistant in the practice of Charles Doumergue, then surgeon-dentist to King George IV. While there Cartwright is said to have taken courses of anatomy, physiology and surgery in one of the private anatomy schools, such as the famous Windmill Street school, which flourished in London at the time.
After seven years Cartwright left Doumergue in order to practise on his own account. I find that in 1823 his name first appears in the Westminster City rate books as at 32, Old Burlington Street, and as the occupier of premises, probably stables and coach house, at the back abutting on Cork Street. Cartwright remained in practice at this address for the rest of his life and was succeeded by his son, Samuel Cartwright, Junr., M.A.Cantab., F.R.C.S. Eng. Cartwright Senr. was a man of indefatigable energy. He is said to have worked on patients, of whom he saw thirty to forty a day, from 7.30 a.m. to 7.30 p.m., and his income was estimated at £10,000 a year. He succeeded Doumergue as surgeon-dentist to the King. In which remains unspoilt to-day, 32, Old Burlington Street must also have been a house of character. It has, however, succumbed to the exigencies of the times. A large shop window has been put into the ground floor and the rest of the premises are business offices (Fig. 3 ). On the occasion of the Inaugural Meeting at his house on October 27, 1856, Mr. Cartwright was indisposed and prevented from attending. Thereafter the Memorialists held meetings in rapid succession in the houses of different members. The laws were drawn up and the name of the association was changed on the recommendation of Saunders to that of the Odontological Society of London. The constitution of the first council was as follows:
Pr resemble those shown in an early print which I have seen. It was during these two years that the Society brought its plans to fruition. While the general body of members engaged in scientific discussions, the Council continued their endeavours to bring the regulation of dental education under the wing of the Royal College of Surgeons, and to gain legislative recognition of their speciality, with all that this would imply in the way of professional standing. After long negotiations a clause was inserted in the Medical Act of 1858-the Act which established the General Medical Council-granting the College "power to institute and hold examinations for the purpose of testing the fitness of persons to practise as dentists ... and to grant certificates of such fitness". In the same year (1858) a Committee was appointed by the Odontological Society to draw up plans for a dental school and hospital and to secure the necessary accommodation. The titles were to be: the "London School of Dental Surgery" and the "Dental Hospital of London".
On the recommendation of Tomes, 32, Soho Square was selected as having associations with science and as being close to the Middlesex Hospital, where the dental students would be able to receive instruction in the general parts of their curriculum. Accordingly, funds were raised to rent and equip the property and a Committee of Management and an Honorary Visiting Staff and Lecturers with a Medical Committee in charge of the School were appointed. The original Honorary Staff of the Hospital and School was recruited from among the more prominent members of the Odontological Society. The Society also moved into the new premises and now became the tenant of the Hospital which its Council had brought into existence.
No. 32, Soho Square (Fig. 4A ), which at the time had just been vacated by the Linnean Society, had been built for Sir Joseph Banks, F.R.S., as his town house.-Here the great arbiter of science kept his library and his collections of nattural history. The house, which contained some very fine ceilings and panelling, was a good example of the style of domestic architecture associated with the name of Adam; but there is no decisive evidence as to whether it was designed by the famous brothers or by an imitator. It is illustrated as an example of the latter origin in Bolton's1 two volume work. The house, which stood in the south-west corner of the square, its rear portion extending into Dean Street, was demolished in 1937. The only parts of it which survive are two fireplaces, one which has not been re-erected and is stored in the basement of the Royal Society, and the other, a particularly fine marble one, which has been built into the library of the Royal Institution. When the house was empty before being demolished it was found that this fireplace had been loosened by thieves who had stolen the beautiful green and white Wedgwood panel which had been its most striking feature. As the result of an appeal with photographs in the Press the panel was recovered from a dealer's yard and now once more adorns the marble lintel (Fig. 4B) .
When the Dental Hospital took over the occupation of 32, Soho Square, the hospital clinic and school occupied the ground floor; the Odontological Society were granted the use of the large meeting room and board room on the occasions of their Meeting-for the sum of £30 per annum. The Hospital also let to the newly formed General Medical Council certain portions of the premises for one year certain for the sum of £160. The General Medical Council actually remained as sub-tenants until the Dental Hospital vacated the premises in 1875, but the Odontological Society stayed with the Hospital until 1900 in the new premises in Leicester Square. The main odontological events associated with 32, Soho Square were, firstly, the holding in 1860 of the first examination for the L.D.S. R.C.S.Eng., in which the Board of Examiners was composed, as now, of one-half general surgeons and one-half dental surgeons. All the sixteen candidates were passed, including the three dental examiners, Thomas Bell, John Tomes and Arnold Rogers, who themselves head the list! Secondly, the absorption into the Odontological Society of the organization known as the College of Dentists which after six years of independent existence decided in 1863 to accept the Odontological Society's invitation to amalgamate. The College of Dentists brought with it a valuable collection of books and museum specimens. The enlarged society thereupon changed its name to the Odontological Society of Great Britain. While there were many other events of lasting importance to the teaching and practice of dental surgery during this period, the most dramatic occurred in 1866 when Thomas Evans, the American dentist of Paris, brought nitrous oxide gas anaesthesia to this country.
Evans is said to have made the gas in the rooms which he had taken in the Langham Hotel whence he transported it in ox bladders to the Dental Hospital where he gave demonstrations before the Odontological Society and staff of the Hospital. Among the archives of the Society is a letter from Evans after his return to Paris remitting £100 to the Odontological Society for the furtherance of experiments with N20 in the Dental Hospital. The Odontological Society appointed a Committee to act conjointly with a committee appointed "Bolton, A. T. (1922) The Architecture of Robert and James Adam, Vol. 1, p. 127. Section of Odontology from the staff of the Dental Hospital to carry out Dr. Evans's suggestions. Tribute is. paid to him in their report for his generosity. The report which is published in the transactions of the Society is important not only in the history of Anesthesia, but also as characteristic of the spirit of investigation and research which animated the Odontological Society. and organizer of the removal to a new site was Mr. (later Sir) Edwin Saunders (Fig. 5) , who, had been the first Treasurer of the Odontological Society and was a Trustee of the Dental Hospital. Saunders had examined many possible sites and buildings in the neighbourhood and had discerned the possibilities which lay behind a large unprepossessing building in Leicester Square. This edifice had been a Soup Kitchen (Fig. 6A [From the Poor Man's Guardian, Dec. 11, 1847, No. 6.] eccentric philanthropist named Charles Cochrane. According to contemporary descriptions and views, the building and its surroundings at this period presented a picture of the utmost squalor; a building less suitable for the needs of a scientific society and a hospital could hardly be imagined, and Leicester Square itself, once a fine garden, had become a wilderness. and a dump of refuse surmounted by a broken statue of George I. However, Edwin Saunders saw great possibilities in the Soup Kitchen and he persuaded his colleagues to rent the: 23 981 982 Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 24 building, at the same time launching a fund for reconstruction purposes to which he and his wife made very substantial contributions. At this juncture Saunders's efforts received help from an unexpected quarter. Mr. Albert Grant (later Baron Grant), a company promoter who was anxious to appear in the role of public benefactor, purchased the Leicester Square area and converted the open space into a public garden which he handed over to the Metropolitan Board of Works in July 1874. The result of all this was that the Society and the Hospital found themselves established in commodious premises in what had suddenly become one of the finest thoroughfares in central London (Fig. 6B) . The Society, now with a large library and a valuable and extensive collection of specimens of comparative dental anatomy and pathology, occupied the first floor of the building.
The most important event of this period was the Dentists Act of 1878, which provided for the registration of the dental diploma, and an earnest attempt on the part of the Government to control unqualified practice. Prior to this the names of those qualified in dentistry were maintained in a supplementary list at the end of the Medical Directory, which was, of course, a private publication; but there had been no official recognition. The new Act brought into being the Dentists Register, with plenary power to the General Medical Council who were charged with the duty of maintaining the Register. Hitherto the Council of the Odontological Society had maintained the ethics of professional practice, especially as regards advertising among those who sought to become members of the Society. With the coming of the Dentists Act the Odontological Society relinquished to the newly formed British Dental Association (1879) its political function and confined itself to scientific enquiry and discussion.
In 1900, when the present Royal Dental Hospital of London was built on an adjoining site, although the plans show the rooms to be allocated to the Odontological Society, the latter parted company with the Hospital and took rooms in the house of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society at 20, Hanover Square. Seven years later, at the time of the great amalgamation, the Odontological Society, which had done so much during the half-century of its existence, expired but only to be born again as the Section of Odontology of the Royatl Society of Medicine. I' U. DU.
